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Articles

o Projects on the forest

o Abuzz of  act iv i ty  at  the Museum of  the San Rafael

- July lO,2OO7

o Emery County Fair  Preview 2007, New Adventures Awai t :  T.  E.  T.  W. P.
o Commission approves addendum to county p lan

o Lot  values may be on their  way up i f  State has i ts  way
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The Emery County Publ ic  Lands
Counci l  a long wi th the US Forest  Service
took a f ie ld t r ip to examine ongoing

i  projects on the Mant i -LaSal  Nat ional
.  Forest .  The f i rs t  s top on the f ie ld t r ip was in
,  the Pines area where the contro l led burns
:  of  the last  two years were examined.

Lance  Sudweeks  i s  a  range  spec ia l i s t
a wi th the forest  serv ice.  He said the purpose
,  of  the Pines burn was to remove the bui l l

up ponderosa needles.  Ponderosa's
natural ly  are f i re to lerant .  The ponderosa in the area were scorched, but  i t  won' t
bother them at  a l l .  Two or three years ago in that  area a l ightning str ike burned
through but  the area did wel l  recover ing.  Fi re is  a natural  occurence.  The f i re burned
in a mosiac pat tern through the undergrowth removing many of  the fa l len needles.
The f i re was not  a hot  f i re and didn' t  burn any of  the sage brush in the area.  This year
1 ,100  ac res  have  been  bu rned  in  the  P ines .  Con t ro l l ed  bu rn ings  w i l l  t ake  p lace  eve ry
couple of  years in th is area.

Sudweeks said 10 men 80 feet  apartwent into the area and did the burning.  Last
year 1,500 acres were t reated.  The area wi l l  be burned again in 2009. l f  the resul ts
are favorable then burning wi l l  again be considered in a few years.  NEPA has been
comoleted on the whole area and burns can be conducted at  the forest  serv ice 's
discret ion in the area.

Kevin Albrecht  who is a wi ld l i fe b io logist  for  the forest  serv ice said the
environmental is ts had made comments on the burn project ,  but  hadn' t  appealed i t .

A tree uprooted by subsidence
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Lance Sudweeks ,  Randa l l  S t i l son ,
Commissioner Gary Kofford, Morris

Sorensen, Vernel l  Rowley, Tom Lloyd and
R-qv. Pet:l'g!,"i th:.rle1d Jlej

0412412007

Do you think the
stop signs in
Huntington are
working to curb
major traffic
issues?
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Sudweeks said,  "Many of  these t rees
are f i re dependant for  regenerat ion.  The
f i re opens the pine cones and al lows the
seeds to establ ish."  He also reoorted the
Pines area serves as winter  range for  e lk.
Catt le are al lowed in the area for  three
months  beg inn ing  June  16  and  the re  a re
1 ,380  AUMs in  the  a rea .  Ca t t l e  and  sheep
al lotments are now spl i t  up,  but  dur ing the
60s in the area the cows and sheeo al l
ran together.

The group also looked at  the
subsidence cracks f rom underground
mining act iv i ty .  A large ponderosa t ree
had been uprooted and fa l len next  to the
road f rom the subsidence.  SUFCO mine
owns  the  coa l  l eases  under the  P ines  a rea .  SUFCO has  never  admi t ted  be ing
responsible for  the subsidence and the Utah Div is ion of  Oi l ,  Gas and Mining hasn' t
ass igned  any  b lame in  the  s i tua t ion  e i the r .  Bu t ,  f a rmers  and  ranchers  su r round ing
Emery have al ready drawn their  conclusion as to the cause of  the subsidence.
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Steps  a re  be ing  taken  to  dea lw i th  the  loss  o f  wa te r  i n  the  a rea .  SUFCO has
ins ta l l ed  wa te r  guzz le rs  i n  the  a rea  fo r  w i l d l i f e  and  a l so  ca t t l e  wa te r ing  t roughs .  They
send a water t ruck every day to ref i l l the t roughs.  A major  project  wi l l  be undertaken to
run a water l ine f rom White Mountain to the f lats of  Wi ldcat  and the Pines.  This
water l ine wi l l  br ing water to the ponds and t roughs in the area for  stock and wi ld l i fe
water ing.  SUFCO is paying for  the new water l ine to be instal led.

A sagebrush project  is  a lso taking place in the area to regenerate sagebrush
stands.  The sagebrush in the Pines and Wi ldcat  areas has not  seen the die of f  that
has  been  seen  in  o the r  a reas .
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Cote said some t imber projects are not  economical ly  feasib le for  t imber
companies to b id on and harvest .  Somet imes the forest  serv ice has to pay someone
to remove the undesirable mater ia l  for  them. Even t rees dead four- f ive vears st i l l
make  good  house  logs .

Bruce Wi lson,  the chairman of  the publ ic  lands counci l  asked Cote how long the
dead t rees in the forest  might  stand.  She said the breakdown process is  very s low
and i t  depends on the s ize of  the t rees.  Many of  them can stand for  60 years af ter
the i r  dea th .

The lands counci la lso toured the area of  the Jungle Burn.  This prescr ibed burn is
a fuels reduct ion t reatment project .  l t 's  est imated to have burned 5.500 acres,  has
escaped  con ta inmen t  and  i s  bu rn ing  add i t i ona l  ac reage .
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The Museum of  the San Rafael  has
been a busy place of late. There is a roof
project  going on at  the present t ime.
Swapp Roof ing of  Fairv iew is complet ing
that project.

Janet Petersen is  ret i r ing as the
museum director .  She ret i red f rom the
county in 1999 and went to work at  the
museum.  She  has  been  ins t rumen ta l  i n
acqu i r i ng  many  t rave l i ng  exh ib i t s  fo r  the

museum and working on the permanent d isplays.  One project  she is  part icular ly  proud
of is  the mural  painted by local  ar t is t  Cl i f ford Oviat t .  She l ikes the many stuf fed
an ima ls  on  d i sp lay  a t  the  museum.  The  museum has  been  a  labor  o f  l ove  fo r
Petersen these last  few years.  She intends to stay involved wi th the museum and wi l l
remain on the board along wi th:  Dixon Peacock who is a l i fet ime honorary member of
the board,  Ramal Jones,  Pete Jones,  Mervin Mi les,  Kent Petersen,  Cl i f ford Oviat t ,
Dawnette Tut t le,  Commissioner Jef f  Horrocks,  Clyde Thompson and Chr ist ine
Jensen .

Petersen said former board members Randy and Vicki  Jensen have been very
suppor t i ve  as  we l l .  "A l l  t he  board  members  who  have  se rved  have  jus t  been
wonder fu l .  To  beq in  w i th  we  were  an  a l l  vo lun tee r  museum, "  sa id  Pe te rsen .

The  museum was  owned  by  Cas t le
P3 l :  C i t y .  The  coun ty  took  ove r  the
c ? - : a | , ' i 1  - f  : l e  r , - " e u n r  , n  2 0 0 3 ,  b : f c r e

The group moved to an area which
had been t imbered and Diane Cote,  f rom
the forest  serv ice expla ined to the group
the  advan tages  to  t imber ing  an  a rea .

As old growth is  taken out  the aspen
can regenerate i tsel f .  The aspen stands
are more conducive to wi ld l i fe habi tat  and
desirable for  a forest  area.  The fuel  load
in a heavi ly  t imbered area can lead to f i re
which damages an area and takes years
to recover.  Coni fers overtake aspen. Fur
t rees are not  good sources of  t imber,  but
the spruce,  even the dead ones are
valuable t imber.  Aspen stands of fer  a
good home to a d ivers i ty  of  species of
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wildl i fe and grasses.

San Rafael.
The new sign goes in at the Museum of the
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